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Introduction

Parent involvement is a critical component to the success of any child. In my classroom
we value parent involvement as it is a key component to a successful educational experience.
There are six types of parent involvement | follow in my classroom. These include parenting,
communicating, volunteering, learning at home, decision making, and collaborating with the
community. | work as a classroom teacher in the early childhood setting (kindergarten) and
therefore, my strategies are geared for that age group, however, they can be adapted to fit the
needs of any age group. Below | outline one strategy | use to incorporate each of the six
categories of parent involvement in my classroom.
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Parenting
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Strategy:
Parent Newsletters
How | would use it:

| plan on using parent newsletters to keep my parents informed of not only what is
going on in the classroom but in the world of education. As, educational professionals we have
access or more awareness of research and/or resources available to children. Our job is to pass
this knowledge on to the parents and/or guardians of our students. Parent newsletters allows
us to keep them informed of school decisions, research, give them strategies to use at home,
and provide resources both online or within the community that may be beneficial to their child
such as sports, afterschool care, science center, etc. As teachers, we are a resource for not only
our students, but our parents and parent newsletters are a great way to make this happen.

When:

| will create a parent newsletter monthly. | will distribute them via email and link on
classroom website. For parents, who do not have access to the internet | will mail their
newsletter to them. This will keep all parents up to date on the newest research in child
development. They will also be able to take part in trainings and events coming up that month.
In addition, they will have a wealth of strategies and resources to assist their child in successful
all-around development.

With Whom:

This strategy focuses on the parents. Parents know their child best and therefore,
proving them with more information will only add to this knowledge. By being a resource to
them we are equipping them to make the best decisions possible for their children and
ultimately, benefitting the child as a whole
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Artifact: Here is an example of what my parent newsletter would look like. | would probably
implement links and/or articles on child development and resources in the community that may
be helpful to meet the needs of children during this stage of development.

Preschool Newsletter
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‘Wherever life takes you...enjoy the ride!”

Please check the Preschool website for our monthly calendar and
information at www.lsusd.net
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Strategy:
Class Website
How | would use it:

A class website is a wonderful way to communicate with parents and staff members,
who play a role in your classroom. | plan on having a website that keeps parents up to date with
what is happening in the classroom and school. The website will include a calendar containing
class and schoolwide events. There will be a tab for each subject area outlining what we are
working on and where we are heading in each area. Another component of the website, will be
a discussion board where parents can communicate with myself and/or other parents about
guestions or concerns within the classroom or upcoming event. If parents have a concern with
their child specifically and/or a conflict they are encouraged to message me privately to address
their concerns.

When:

| will update the class website as time allows throughout my busy day. | want parents
and staff members to be able to check the website to invoke conversation with their child or
student about what they are working on in school and/or prepare them for what is coming
next. This will result in daily and/or weekly updates depending on what we have going on at
that time.

With Whom:

This website will be accessible to parents of the students in my class and staff members
within our school. Parents will have to sign a form allowing me to post pictures of their child
and information for other parents and staff members to see. The website will have high security
settings to ensure the safety of my students is not compromised.
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Artifact: Below is an example of what my class room website may look like.

MRS. CONNELL'S CLASS

Homework Everyday Math The Basics Kids® Space Photo Gallery more...

Picnic Lunch
and Field Day

Site Search

Just a reminder that Friday, May 31 is the Family Picnic Lunch and Field
Day! Some important details about this special day:

» Third graders are the RED TEAM. Students should wear a ' z

red t-shirt or a shirt with red on it. Our Leonard birthday
shirts or Camp Almena shirts are perfect!

School Calendar




Learning
at Home
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Strategy:
Take-Home Activities
How | would use it:

In order to spark learning at home, | will provide take-home activities for each student in
my class. The packets will include various activities that celebrate each month. There will be an
activity for each subject area we focus on in our classroom. | will have differentiated activities
for students who need modifications and adaptations. Each packet will include all the materials
needed for each activity, so families are not responsible for providing any materials. This is to
ensure the activities are feasible for all families. The activities will be a combination of
individual, partner, or group games to encourage family members to take part in the child’s
educational journey.

When:

The packets will be distributed monthly. This will ensure that the activities are
appropriate for each student’s ability level in each subject. This also gives me an opportunity to
implement pieces that a student may need extra work on. Also, by switching the activities
monthly, students will remain engaged as they will have something new and exciting to look
forward to each month

With Whom:

These take-home activities focus on family involvement. The activities are targeted for
each student but are set up in a manner that requires the involvement of others. The intent is
to get family members, along with others who play a role in the child’s life, to become more
involved in the child’s education.
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Artifact: Here is an example of what the take-home activities/games may look like and include.

L)

FEBRUARY

JSHOP YOUAUT-AKNOW.
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Volunteering
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Strategy:
Class Service Project
How | would use it:

Each year | will have my class do a class service project. This will also be our PBL for the
year, as we will implement the service project into each subject area. For example, we may
graph the amount of blankets we made or money we received in math, while keeping a journal
of our volunteering experience in language arts. Our class service project will teach students
and families the importance of reaching out and helping those in need. The project will also
provide opportunities for students and family members to work together for the good of our
community, which will help to strengthen relationships. The project may be something we can
do within our school or one that takes us out into the community. A class service project is a
wonderful way to get students, families, and staff members working together for a common
purpose.

When:

I will implement one service project a year. This will give us time to plan and carry out
the project to the best of our abilities. We will choose one as a class at the beginning of the
year, that can be carried out throughout the year. We will work on it daily, while applying it to
different subjects and create volunteer opportunities for our class, families, and other students
and staff within our school to get involved.

With Whom:

A class service project is a wonderful way to bring community members, students,
families, and school staff together. This strategy focuses on getting everyone involved in
bettering our school and community.
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Artifact: Below is a list of ideas for class service projects. Some may be difficult with for my age
group but they can be modified and/or new ideas can be generated to better fit my students.

20 Great Ideas

0
Community Service
- The Linus Project
- Habltat for Humanlty




Decision
Making
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Strategy:
Survey Monkey
How | would use it:

Survey Monkey is a website | will use to for decision making in my class, with parents,
and with fellow staff members. Survey Monkey provides templates which you can use to create
surveys, polls, quizzes, etc. They are accessible via email, website, social media, etc. | will use
Survey Monkey to do general decision making within and for my class. For example, | may send
out a survey or post one on our class website regarding how we should raise money for our
class service project. Survey Monkey will be used for general decision making. Decisions
regarding a specific student and/or situation will be done through meetings, phone calls, etc. |
will conduct surveys via email, class website, and will mail out to parents if necessary.

When:

| will use Survey Monkey whenever a decision needs to made as a group. If itis a
decision that needs to be made in class, | will have students pull up the class website and take it
through there, as | guide them using the active board. If it is a decision that needs to be made
by parents | will email it to them or they can take it through a link on the class website. | will
also use Survey Monkey for feedback from students and families.

With Whom:

Survey Monkey can be used with anyone. | will use it within my class to encourage
student driven decisions. | will use it with families for decision making and feedback. | can also
use it with staff, if a group of us need to make a decision based on a student or upcoming
event.
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Artifact: Below is a glimpse of what Survey Monkey looks like and a link to the website.

- https://www.surveymonkey.com

£ SurveyMonkey-

> SurvegMonkeg et

Home Take a Tour Plans & Pricing _—TCu '
/ N

Croativa Surver Qi Create smart, professmnal surveys

\‘f) with ease. ( aly

Printable PDFs ‘\\
Compile
u
Get Responses R
Analyze Results SR V!
See Use Cases
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Collaborating
with
Community
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Strategy:
Meet a Community Member Day
How | would use it:

Meet a Community Member Day, is a strategy | will use to bring the community to our
classroom. My goal is to have my students meet and learn about members of our community. |
want my students to be comfortable interacting with community helpers such as doctors,
policemen, firefighters, etc. | want to create a connection they may use later on in life. On Meet
a Community Member Day, | will have a community member come into the classroom and
explain what they do within the community. Then | will invite them to stay and participate in a
class activity, so they have the opportunity to engage and form a relationship with the students.

When:

| will hold Meet a Community Member Day once a month. This will provide an
opportunity for students to get to know a variety of community members and create
connections. We will also gain different points of view which is critical to developing the child as
a whole.

With Whom:

This strategy focuses on students, community members, and families. Parents will be
invited to Meet a Community Member Day. Some parents may even be the community
member we are meeting.
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Artifact: The picture below is of a police officer reading to a class. This is how | picture Meet a
Community Member Day looking in my classroom.

20
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